By Robert Nott
The New Mexican

C eing a (comic) monologist is a lonely
occupation,” 1940s radio wit Fred
Allen once said. “You stand on the

stage talking to yourself, being over-
heard by audiences.”

Four New York stand-up comics will test
Allen’s theory in a six-night Santa Fe run of fun
called “Big Apple Comedy.”

“Big Apple Comedy,” fea-
turing comedians Karen
Bergreen, Ed Helms, Dimitri
Martin and William Mullin,
runs from 9 to 10:30 p.m.
Thursday through Tuesday,
beginning March 29, at
Vanessie of Sania Fe.

“It’'s dramatically unusual
fare for us,” Vanessie owner
Fran Mullin said. “But at the
same time, it always struck
me that Vanessic is suited
for creative performance
events as a venue (o keep
our restaurant and piano
bar fresh for our longtime
customers.”

Mullin was one of those
longtime customers belore
he bought Vanessie last fall.
He said the idea of present-
ing a night of comedy came
both from his desire to offer
something different in the
way ol entertainment and
the fact that his younger
brother, William, is a stand-
up comic.

Mullin approached his
brother with the notion,
asking him to furnish the
names of three fellow comics
so Vanessie could offer a full
evening of entertainment.

The four comedians each
will do a 20-minute set,
Mullin said. They will per-
form in between the regularly
scheduled piano bar artists
(Charles Tichenor, Theresa
Romano, Kari Simmons and
Todd Lowry).

And while the comic
quartet’s material stems from
day-to-day living situations
in New York City, all four are
prepared to adapt to the area
and integrate some appropriate regional humor.

“You can feed off a new environment,” William
Mullin said by phone from his home in New
York City. “We'll pick up and comment on things
that people in the Southwest have taken for
granted about their town. In fact we're {lying out
there a day early just so we can sit and observe.

The younger Mullin has been a stand-up
comic for 10 years, mostly in New York. He's
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Lawyer-turned-comedian Karen

worked hard to hone his skills, but he said
there’s really no school for comedy.

“You're either naturally funny or you're not,”
he said. “You really have to have a comic
instinct. You have a joke to tell but you have to
make it fresh all the time.”

William Mullin said much of his material is
borne out of his frustrations dealing with office
situations and modern technology. Likewise, he
finds ample humor in life in New York City.

Much of his humor is self-effacing, relating to
his abortive efforts to work a fax machine or his
tendency to lose track of
what’s going on in a movie
— any movie.

Bergreen, a veteran of the
U.S. Comedy Arts Festival in
Aspen, Colo., and a charac-
ter actress (she’s done an
episode of Law and Order,
some national commercials
and a few independent
films), gets considerable
comic mileage out of her
frustrating attempts to com-
municate with the phone
company.

She actually looks like a
bespectacled attorney who
somehow stumbled into a
den of buffoonery. This may
not be too surprising, given
that she was once a lawyer
— she launched her comedy
career by entering a “funniest
lawyer in New York,” contest.

“I like poking tun at
things people take for
granted,” she said by phone
from her New York home.
“And Madison Avenue is a
good target. I don't talk
about my family or personal
stuff — it's more observa-
tional humeor. “I kind of
look at everyday things, but
1 give them a weird spin.”

Helms, who possesses an
energetic goofiness, will play
emcee for the night. His
comedy tends to focus on
the absurd and unexpected.
One of his monologues deals
with the job duties and
activities of goldfish. (“See
you over at the castle later,”
he says, playing a hapless
fish on the go.)

Martin, who was recently
spotlighted on Late Night
with Conan O'Brien, has a semideadpan style that
evokes laughter in its own right. He lets loose
with a rapid-fire string of one-liners revolving
around this subject or that,

Naturally what's funny to one person may not
even generate a smile in another. But Fran
Mullin said all four comics offer story-related
comedy, as opposed Lo unrelated punchline
jokes. Likewise, he said, all four eschew profanity.

Vanessie offers stand-up comedy run
New York entertainers promise big-city humor

ha

At this time, Santa Fe is pretty much devoid
of a stand-up comedy circuit. The city does not
offer any venues for open-mike nights or regu-
lar stand-up performances, though every now
and then a one-night cavalcade of comedy will
surface somewhere around town.

Fran Mullin said that if Santa Feans respond
to his “Big Apple Comedy,” he'll offer similar
shows three to four times a year with rotating
comics.

Deep down inside, everybody likes to laugh,
right?

Bergreen LNINKS SO.  LAUZILEL 1> au tavapn,
she said. “There’s nothing better than that feel-
ing of really, really laughing so hard that you
almost have no control. It’s like putting yourself
into an altered state.”

So Santa Feans should be in for a comic treat.
After all, any good comedian ought to be worth
his wit in gold. <

WHAT
Karen Bergreen, Ed Helms,
Dimitri Martin & William Mullin
Stand-up comedy

WHEN
9-10:30 p.m. Thursday, March 29
Through April 3

WHERE
Vanessie of Santa Fe
434 W. San Francisco St.

INFO
Tickets $6
982-9966




